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being upon the boundary, and on the high road by which everybody
enters the Nizam's territories from Hindustan. However, I have done
the best I can for them, and have secured them as far as is in my power.1
His attention and solicitude did not cease with depositing
them in hospital, for he continued to visit them whenever he
was in the neighbourhood. " I saw your brother yesterday,"
he writes Major Shawe * on October 26th, " and he is doing
well: indeed, all the wounded officers and men are fast
recovering."2
Visiting the sick officers and the wounded, we heard of General
Wellesley's liberality to them [records Sir Jasper Nicolls f in his journal];
he sent in to every one a dozen of Madeira from his stock, and that wine
is neither cheap nor plentiful; today he was in amongst them before the
camp was pitched, making enquiries which are as honourable to his
feelings as they are agreeable and gratifying to the poor invalids. The
men have every comfort which can be afforded from the camp, or
procured here . . .8
The official despatches of the battle were delayed en route,
and did not reach the Governor-General until October 3oth.
After meeting every accident which could retard its progress [wrote
the private secretary to General Wellesley] your despatch of the 24th
September with the official account of your splendid victory at Assaye
[sic] was yesterday received by Lord Wellesley,' and fully repaid him
for the impatience and anxiety with which it had been expected. . . .
For my own part I find it impossible to express my sense of your kindness
which in an hour like that in which you wrote, could find time to mention
my brother's wound. He is most fortunate in having been present on
such a day. I envy every private in your army who lived to tell the
tale.*
1 Dispatches, Vol. I, p. 431.          * Ibid., p. 434.
8 Quoted in Dispatches, VoL I, p. 434 footnote.
4 British Museum Add. MS* 13338, folio Sj.
* Major Merrick Shawe, then private secretary to the Governor-
General.
f Sir Jasper Nicolls, Lieutenant-General, 1778-1849. Served under
Arthur Wellesley during the Mahratta War and was present at Argaum
and Gawilghur.